
Welcome to Apex 10, one of the 

most ambitious enhancements to 

Apex of all time.  Almost two 

years in the making, there are a lot 

of exciting new features that I 

think you will find were worth the 

wait.  Apex 10 has the potential to 

fundamentally change the way to 

do your purchasing. 

How can we streamline the 

purchasing process? 

Those of you that have spent some 

time in the Apex Web Portal 

(www.apexpurchasing.com) know 

that I have been working towards 

business-to-business (B2B) com-

munications for several years now.  

My initial post about this in the 

General forum was dated July 2005.  

Probably the most important new fea-

ture in Apex 10 is the ability to send 

your purchase orders and receive back 

acknowledgments, advance shipping 

notices, and invoices from selected 

distributors over the Internet.  This was 

a big investment for Vulcan Software 

both in terms of time and resources but 

B2B communications is now a reality. 

Is there an easier way to analyze 

my data? 

One of the major focuses of Apex 9 

was to connect with other programs, 

such as Microsoft Excel.  This gave 

you a powerful synergy between your 

software programs, where you could 

If you have created a pivot table in 

Microsoft Excel then you have an 

idea what the new Apex Analysis 

Cube is all about.  As an aside, if 

you haven’t used a pivot table in 

Excel then I would encourage you 

to try one.  Pivot tables are one of 

the most powerful and underused 

features of Excel.  Go ahead.  I’ll 

wait. 

 

To use the Analysis Cube you pick something you want to “measure”, 

such as the net P/O amount.  Then you pick fields that you want to see 

as rows and columns and Apex instantly calculates the cross totals be-

tween them.  

There is really 

too much to 

say to go into 

more detail 

here so please 

go try one 

yourself. 
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Important Changes 

 The “un-received” 

and “un-invoiced” 

quantities are now 

calculated based on 

the quantity re-

leased, not the 

quantity ordered.   

 In P/O Maintenance 

there is a new 

“Explain/Update 

Price” option to de-

lete vendor prices. 

 The help system has 

been extensively 

rewritten and will 

work natively on 

Windows Vista and 

Windows 7. 
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Business-to-business communica-

tions, hereafter referred to as B2B, 

uses the Internet to communicate 

information between you and your 

distributors.  Of course you have 

been doing that for years now by 

using email.  The difference is 

that with B2B communications 

Apex and your  distributor’s com-

puters communicate with each 

other directly.  There is no rekey-

ing of your purchase order, no 

delay while someone gets to their 

email, and no errors when things 

are transcribed incorrectly. 

 

It is exciting to see this in action, 

but more importantly B2B com-

munications “reduces the friction” 

involved in purchasing material.  

It is a huge win-win for both you 

and your distributor. 

Sending your purchase order 

You can send your purchase order 

to your distributor with the push 

of one button.  Depending on the 

capabilities of the distributor 

Apex will send the information to 

them in an appropriate format. 

 

Receiving acknowledgments 

An acknowledgment is used to 

confirm the prices and availability 

of your items.  It also ensures that 

the vendor understood your order 

and wrote it up correctly. 

When you get an acknowledg-

ment back from the distributor  

Apex will compare it with the 

purchase order in your records 

and note any differences.  You 

then have the opportunity to ac-

cept or reject the acknowledg-

ment.  If you accept the acknowl-

edgment then your records are 

updated to match what the dis-

tributor acknowledged.  If the 

purchase order is not already in 

Apex then the whole thing is built 

for you from scratch without you 

doing any data entry! 

If you reject the acknowledgment 

then your records are left alone 

and you can handle any discrepan-

cies off line. 

Receiving ASNs 

Advance ship notices are used to 

create your material receipts, just 

like if you had entered them in 

Receiving Maintenance.  This 

allows you to manage your receiv-

ing by exception instead of having 

to do all of the data entry yourself. 

Receiving invoices 

Finally, you can receive your 

invoices electronically and add 

them to your Vendor Invoice Rec-

onciliation screen. 

If you haven’t talked to me about 

doing B2B communications with 

your main distributors I would 

encourage you to do so. 

question yet but soon you might. 

When the Apex 10 P/O Auditing 

function is enabled all changes 

to your purchase orders are 

tracked, including additions, 

changes, and deletions. 

The audit shows detailed infor-

mation about each field that has 

changed including the old value, 

new value, date and time of 

Who deleted this P/O line?  

What was the original quantity 

ordered before this was backor-

dered?  How did this line look 

before it was updated by the 

vendor acknowledgment? 

If you have asked yourself these 

questions then P/O auditing is 

for you.  Well, you probably 

haven’t asked yourself  the last 

change, the user that did the 

change, and the workstation. 

The Apex program does not do 

the auditing itself.  Instead, Apex 

“teaches” the database to do the 

auditing.  That means that you 

will have audit data no matter 

how your data is changed by 

Apex, an Apex utility, an ac-

counting system interface, or a 

program of your own design. 
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in action, but more 

importantly B2B 

communications 

“reduces the friction” 

involved in purchasing 

material.   
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Grids have lots of new tricks.  

After you have done any initial 

searching and a grid is populated 

with data you can sort it just like 

you did before by clicking on the 

column title. 

The grid may have a “column 

selector” button where you can 

open up a list of columns and 

check which ones you want dis-

played.   You can drag the fields 

to wherever you want them, 

including to multiple lines! 

Pressing a small arrow in the 

column title displays a list of 

values that you can choose to 

filter your data.  Date columns 

have dozens of filter options, 

such as “Last Month”, “Last 

week”, “2009”, and “Yesterday”. 

You can also use the navigator 

bar or the “Customize” button to 

create an advanced filter involv-

ing multiple columns. 

Finally, some grids allow you to 

group by column values by drag-

ging the column into a 

“Grouping” area.  This generates 

the corresponding group subto-

tals for you automatically. 

Combined with this is a power-

ful new Grid Print feature where 

you can create and customize a 

report of your data.  The report 

can show only subtotals or any 

level of detail that you choose. 

You can also export the grids to 

Excel, CSV, TSV, XML, and 

HTML files. 

any other Apex grid. 

From the Interactive Grid you 

can export your data Excel, 

CSV, TSV, XML, and HTML 

files.  The export works perfectly 

since Apex doesn’t have to 

“guess” where the columns line 

up like Apex 9.x did when you 

exported from the Report Pre-

Many of the Apex 10 reports 

will now let you interact with 

your reports instead of just print-

ing them.  This is done by hav-

ing the report displayed in an 

“Interactive Grid”.   You can 

sort, filter, and group the Interac-

tive Grid just like you can with 

view screen. 

You can also use the powerful 

new “Grid Print” capability that 

lets you create and customize a 

report from the Interactive grid, 

save the report as a PDF file, or 

send it automatically as a PDF 

attachment to an email. 

each of the 50 pages.  Apex 10 

makes this a lot easier by storing 

whole documents instead of 

individual pages.   Now you 

would just have to select that 

you want to print one document 

instead of 50 individual pages. 

Your original document images 

will still look like a bunch of one 

page documents, but you can 

easily combine them together 

into a single document by using 

the new “Combine” button. 

I have also introduced tools that 

you can use to rotate, straighten, 

de-speckle, and print your docu-

ments. 

You can export your document 

images as TIF files if you want 

to work on them using external 

tools and then import them back 

into Apex. 

Apex 10 can also correctly im-

port a much wider variety of 

PDF files. 

When I introduced document 

imaging in Apex 9 I was con-

cerned that if a page got scanned 

incorrectly it would be difficult 

to fix.  That is why every page 

was stored separately.  If there 

was a bad page you could simply 

delete it and rescan it. 

That made some sense until you 

had to work with 50 page docu-

ments.  If you wanted to print 

that document you had to print 

the P/O and individually select 
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I have also introduced 

tools that you can use 

to rotate, straighten, 

de-speckle, and print  

your documents. 
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Vulcan Software LLC   

page gets scanned  incorrectly you can rotate, 

align, and de-speckle it. 

Who messed up my beautiful P/O? 

With the new Apex P/O auditing feature you 

can create a detailed audit of your P/O 

changes.  This can be especially helpful if 

someone accidentally deletes a P/O line, or if 

you want to see how your P/O looked before a 

B2B vendor acknowledgment was accepted 

and made some changes to it. 

Can you change this report just a little? 

The Apex reports are generally very flexible, 

but sometimes they only get you close to what 

you need.  Apex 10 lets you customize your 

reports by sending them to an interactive grid 

instead of just to a report preview.  From the 

interactive grid you can group, sort, and filter 

choose the best tool for the job.  You have 

Apex for best practices in contractor purchas-

ing, Excel for analysis, and your accounting 

system for accounts payable.  However, many 

of you felt that you were spending too much 

time moving data between Apex and Excel.  

Apex 10 offers advanced searching, sorting, 

filtering, grouping, and a new “analysis cube” 

to help you slice and dice your data. 

Did you know documents could be 

more than one page long? 

Actually, yes I did.  Apex 9 stored single 

“pages” for you instead of whole documents.  

Frankly, I did this in case a page got scanned 

incorrectly.  If it was in the middle of a 50 

page document you could just rescan that 

page.  Apex 10 adds new multi-page docu-

ment imaging capabilities.  And, in case a 

your reports as required. 

I would like to thank everyone for their 

continued support over the last couple 

years while we developed Apex 10.  I 

know that it was a lot to ask of you to 

maintain your support and enhancement 

agreement during troubling economic 

times, especially since we all know that 

Apex doesn’t really require much sup-

port.  Yet, virtually every one of you kept 

the faith and kept up your support and 

enhancement agreements.  For that I am 

deeply grateful.   

We hope you enjoy the new Apex 10 

features.  As always, we welcome your 

feedback. 
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Other changes to Apex include: 

 When you are importing lines into your 

purchase order you can have Apex calcu-

late the exact unit prices by importing the 

quantity ordered along with the extended 

amount field, “Ext”. 

 The Comparative Analysis report has a 

new option to show the percentage differ-

ence of each price from the low price. 

 Accubid changed the format of their take-

off files in version 10.  Apex can now 

import those files using the Import Ac-

cubid selection. 

 The Extended Description can be dis-

played on the receiving and release main-

tenance screens.  You can use the grid’s 

column selector to choose to display that 

column and then drag it to where you 

want it. 

 If you customize the layout of the grid in 

P/O Maintenance, Receiving Mainte-

nance, or Release Maintenance it is saved 

so that it will appear in the same format 

on subsequent uses. 

 The Receiving Journal now asks you to 

specify a company if you are using Apex 

Advanced Company Security.  This al-

lows each company to independently do 

their own receiving. 

 The Apex Import and Export utilities 

support additional Apex tables. 

 Copying net prices and selecting “Lower 

Prices Only” now works correctly when 

vendors have prices with different units of 

measure. 

 The vendor and job names are now shown 

in the P/O Search results. 

 All grids such as “Show detail of Re-

ceipts” display totals when applicable. 

 Using  Receiving Maintenance and Ven-

dor Invoice Reconciliation when Apex 

Advanced Company Security is enabled 

now works correctly. 

 Entering an invalid P/O number in Vendor 

Invoice Reconciliation is now handled 

more gracefully. 

 The TRA-SER Link Setup selection no 

longer asks you for the TRA-SER link 

directory since “C:\TSP” has been the 

correct answer for years now.  

Errata           
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